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License Agreement for Foxit PDF IFilter  

 

By using software of Foxit Software Company or its subsidiaries ("Foxit"); you agree 

to the fol lowing terms and conditions. If you do not agree with such terms and 

conditions; do not use the software. The terms of an end user license agreement 

accompanying a particular software file upon installation or download of the 

software shall supersede the t erms presented below.  

If the software is designed for use with an application software product (the "Host 

Application") published by Foxit; Foxit grants you a non -exclusive license to use 

such software with the Host Application only; provided you possess a  valid license 

from Foxit for the Host Application. Except as set forth below; such software is 

licensed to you subject to the terms and conditions of the End User License 

Agreement from Foxit governing your use of the Host Application.  

Foxit PDF IFilter can be used on desktop environment for free. However, users need 

to acquire additional license when they use Foxit PDF IFilter on server environment, 

e.g. Microsoft SQL Server.  

DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES: YOU AGREE THAT FOXIT HAS MADE NO EXPRESS 

WARRANTIES TO YOU REGARDING THE SOFTWARE AND THAT THE SOFTWARE IS 

BEING PROVIDED TO YOU "AS IS" WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND. FOXIT 

DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES WITH REGARD TO THE SOFTWARE; EXPRESS OR IMPLIED; 

INCLUDING; WITHOUT LIMITATION; ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A 

PARTICULAR PURPOSE; MERCHANTABILITY; MERCHANTABLE QUALITY OR 

NONINFRINGEMENT OF THIRD PARTY RIGHTS. Some states or jurisdictions do not 

allow the exclusion of implied warranties; so the above limitations may not apply 

to you.  

LIMIT OF LIABILITY: IN NO EVENT WILL FOXIT BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY LOSS OF USE; 

INTERRUPTION OF BUSINESS; OR ANY DIRECT; INDIRECT; SPECIAL; INCIDENTAL; OR 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY KIND (INCLUDING LOST PROFITS) REGARDLESS 

OF THE FORM OF ACTION WHETHER IN CONTRACT; TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE); 

STRICT PRODUCT LIABILITY OR OTHERWISE; EVEN IF FOXIT HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE 

POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. Some states or jurisdictions do not allow the 

exclusion or limitation of incidental or consequential damages; so the above 

limitat ion or exclusion may not apply to you.  Foxit's liability is limited to 

replacement or refund of only the virus -infected software downloaded from Foxit 

website.  
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Overview  

Welcome to Foxit PDF IFilter 1.0 -- a professional tool that helps you to index PDF 

files. 

Foxit PDF IFilter is an application designed to help users  index a large amount of 

PDF documents and then quickly find text within these documents. The PDF 

documents can not only be files,  but also  email attachments or database records.  

Foxit PDF IFilter supports PDF 1.7 specification and can be used in  many  Microsoft 

search engines , such as Windows Indexing Service, MSN Desktop Search, Internet 

Information Server, SharePoint Portal Server, Windows SharePoint Services (WSS), 

Site Server, Exchange Serve r, SQL Server and all other products based on Microsoft 

Search technology. With Foxit PDF IFilter, all these search engines can find  PDF files 

with ease.  

Why PDF IFilter?  

PDF IFilter is necessary for several reasons listed below:  

ü Microsoft creates and main tain s off ice file formats , such as .doc, .xls, .ppt, etc. 

However, many other file formats are created and maintained by other 

companies.  For example, PDF was created by Adobe.  

ü With the advantages of security, reliability  and accessibility, PDF is now bei ng 

used by more and more people all over the world.  

ü PDF IFilter is a plug -in that allow s Microsoft search engines to index PDF files so 

that they become searchable. Without an appropriate PDF IFilter, contents of 

a PDF file cannot be indexed.  

Why Foxit PDF IFilter? 

Foxit PDF IFilter is favor ed  by a large number of government organizations  and 

well -known companies  because of the following reasons:  

ü Foxit PDF IFilter helps to do a two -stage search ð Index and Search, which 

makes finding information much easier . 

ü Foxit PDF IFilter supports multi -thread ing  and make s full use of multi -CPU/core  

in a server. 

ü Foxit PDF IFilter supports native 64 -bit code . 

ü Smaller and faster  than other PDF IFilters.  
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ü Supports Chinese/Japanese/Korean PDF document s. 

How Foxit PDF IFilter work s? 

Foxit PDF IFilter acts as a plug -in for full -text search engines. A search engine 

usually works in two steps:  

Step 1, the search engine goes through a designated place, e.g. a file folder or a 

database, and indexes all documents or newly modified do cuments, including 

PDF documents, in the background and creates internal data to store indexing 

result. 

Step 2, a user specifies some keywords he /she  would like to search and the search 

engine answers the query immediately by looking up the indexing result  and 

responds to the user with all the documents that contains the keywords.  

During Step 1, the search engine itself doesn't understand format of a PDF 

document. Therefore, it looks in windows registry for an appropriate PDF IFilter and 

finds the Foxit PDF IFilter. Foxit PDF IFilter understands PDF format. It filters out 

embedded formatting and extracts text from the document and return text back 

to the search engine. Further information about IFilter specification can be found 

on the Microsoft Web site.  

Key benefits  

Hereõs a list of benefits that Foxit PDF IFilter brings to you:  

 Integrates with existing operating systems and tools within your company.  

 Provides an easy solution to search within PDF documents located on local 

computer, local network and intranet.  

 Greatly increases your ability to accurately locate information.  

 Much smaller and faster than IFilter offered by other vendors.  

 Supports Chinese/Japanese/Korean PDF documents.  

 Supp orts native 64 -bit code.  

 Supports multi -threading and takes full use of multiple -CPU in a server.  

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms691105.aspx
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Getting Started  

This section provides everything youõll need to know about getting started with 

Foxit PDF IFilter, including its system requirement, installa tion and uninstallation.  

System requirements  

For the information on the system requirements for Foxit PDF IFilter for Windows 

Sharepoint Services  3.0, please refer to the system requirements for Windows 

Sharepoint Services  3.0 at 

http://technet.microsoft.com/en -us/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684454.aspx . 

In addition, the  environment must also contain Windows  SharePoint Serv ices 3.0. 

Installing Foxit PDF IFilter 

Foxit PDF IFilter has two versions respectively for 32-bit Windows and x64 Windows. 

You can choose one of them to install into your machine according to you r 

system require ments . Before installing Foxit PDF IFilter, please note that Microsoft 

SharePoint Services 3.0 has been installed successfully.   

To install Foxit PDF IFilter 1.0, please do the following:  

1 Download Foxit PDF IFilter from Foxit Software Website 

(http://www.foxitsoftware.com ) onto the machine where you wish to install it.  

2 Run the Foxit PDF IFilter 1.0 Setup program to install the IFilter. 

3 Add the following registry entry, and then set the registry entry value to pdf:  

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ SOFTWARE\ Microsoft \ Shared Tools\ Web Server 

Extensions\ 12.0\ Search \ Ap plications \ <GUID>\ Gather \ Search \ Extensions\ ExtensionList\ 3

8 

Please do the following :  

 ̧ Click Start > Run, type òregedit ó, and then click OK.  

 ̧ In òRegistry Editoró dialog box, locate and then click the following registry 

subkey:  

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ SOFTWARE\ Microsoft \ Shared Tools\ Web Server 

Extensions\ 12.0\ Search \ Applications \ GUID\ Gather \ Search \ Extensions\ ExtensionList 

 ̧ On the Edit menu, point to New , and then click String Value .   

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/windowsserver/sharepoint/bb684454.aspx
http://www.foxitsoftware.com/


Foxit PDF IFilter 1.0 for WSS 

 7 

 ̧ Type 38, and then press ENTER. 

 ̧ Right-click the registry entry that you created,  and then click Modify . 

 ̧ In the Value data  box, type pdf, and then click OK. 

4 Verify that the following two registry subkeys are present and that they 

contain the appropriate values.  

Note:  These registry subkeys and the values that they contain are created w hen you 

installed the Foxit PDF IFilter on the server.  

 ̧ Locate and click the following registry subkey : 

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ SOFTWARE\ Microsoft \ Shared Tools\ Web Server 

Extensions\ 12.0\ Search \ Setup \ ContentIndexCommon \ Filters\ Extension\ .pdf  

This registry subkey must contain the following registry entry:  

Name: Default  

Type: REG_MULTI_SZ 

Data: {987f8d1 a-26e6-4554-b007-6b20e2680632}  

 

 ̧ Locate and click the following registry subkey:  

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ SOFTWARE\ Microsoft \ Shared Tools\ Web Server 

Extensions\ 12.0\ Searc h\ Setup \ Filters\ .pdf  

This registry subkey must contain the following registry entries:  

1) Name: Default  

Type: REG_SZ 

Data: (value not set)  

2) Name: Extension  

Type: REG_SZ 

Data: pdf  

3) Name: FileTypeBucket  

Type: REG_DWORD 

Data: 0x00000001 (1)  
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4) Name: Mi meTypes  

Type: REG_SZ 

Data: application/pdf  

 

5 Download PDF icon from http://www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/ifilter/icpdf.gif . 

6 Copy the downloaded .GIF file to "Drive: \ Program Files \ Common 

Files\ Microsoft Shared \ Web Server Extensions \ 12\ Template \ Images".  

7 Edit the file òDrive :\ Program Files \ Common Files \ Microsoft Shared \ Web 

server extensions \ 12\ Template \ Xml\ DOCICON.XML ó: 

 ̧ Right-click DOCICON.XML file > click Open With  > select Notepad . 

 ̧ Add an entry for the .pdf extension. For example, where ICPDF is the 

name of the .gif file:  

<Mapping Key="pdf" Value="icpdf.gif"/>  

 

 ̧On the File menu, click Save , and then quit Notepad.   

8 Perform an iisreset : 

 ̧ Click Start > Run > type òcmdó in the Open  line> click OK > type òiisresetó at 

the command prompt  > hit Enter. 

http://www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/ifilter/icpdf.gif
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 ̧ Close the window . 

Note s:  

1. Foxit PDF IFilter appears in the list of programs on the Program s Start Menu after 

installation.  

2. Foxit PDF IFilter has no user interface.  

3. The installation package will unzip a language file called fpdfcjk.bin into the 

installation folder, which will help you to index PDF documents containing 

Chinese/Japanese/Korean characters.  

Updating Foxit PDF IFilter  

When updating Foxit PDF IFilter, you need to uninstall the old version of Foxit PDF 

IFilter to install the new one. You do not have to reboot your machine after 

update.  

Generally speaking, Foxit PDF IFilter consists of a core layer and an installation 

layer. When you upgrade the installation layer, you do not need to re -do a ful l 

crawl . But when you upgrade the core layer, you can decide if you need to 

rebuild the index on your computer according to the importance of the updates 

by checking òwhatõs newó details on Foxit õs official website.  

Uninstalling Foxit PDF IFilter 

To uninstall Foxit PDF IFilter, please perform the following:  

 Open the Start Menu  > Settings > select òControl Paneló. 

 Click on the òAdd or Remove Programsó tab. 

 Click on the òFoxit PDF IFilteró record and then on the òRemoveó button to 

uninstall it.  
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Or you can dou ble -click the Foxit PDF IFilter.msi setup file that you have used to 

install Foxit PDF IFilter, and do the following:  

 In the Foxit PDF IFilter dialog box, select Remove Foxit PDF IFilter . 

 

 Click the Finish button to uninstall it completely.  
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Working with Foxit PDF IFilter 

Foxit PDF IFilter is able to search text in PDF files. After you install Foxit PDF IFilter, you 

should upload your PDF  documents with Windows SharePoint Serv ices (WSS) 

before you  start searching . 

Uploading  PDFs 

To upload  PDF files to Wind ows SharePoint Services 3.0 , please do the following:  

1. Open you Windows SharePoint Services  site and click Shared Documents . 

2. On the Upload  menu, please click Upload Document .  

3. Click the Browse button to upload a PDF document  and click OK. When it h as 

been uploaded, you will be returned to the Documents page where you will see 

that your PDF file has been uploaded.  

 

Uploading a PDF file  

4. Stop and then start the Windows SharePoint Services Search service. Please do 

the follow ing:  

 ̧ Click Start > Run, type òcmd ó, and then click OK. 

 ̧ Stop the Windows SharePoint Services Search service.  To do this, please type 

"net stop spsearch" at the command  prompt, and then press ENTER.  

 ̧ Start the Windows SharePoint Services Search service. To do this, please type 

"net start spsearch" at the command  prompt, and then press ENTER.  

 ̧ Exit the command prompt.  
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The command prompt  

Searching PDFs 

After you finish uploading  PDF files, you can start a search to find text within PDF 

files. Also, you can  search PDF document prop erties, such as author, title, etc.   

To start a search, please perform the following:  

 Go to the  Shared Document s, please type the text you want to search  in the 

search box > and then click the Search  button . 

 

 You will see your search result s. Click to open one of the PDF files.  


